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PHOTO: Magritte's images are synonymous with faceless men in bowler hats and blue sky with fluffy white 
clouds. (Supplied: Latrobe Regional Art Gallery) 
AUDIO: René Magritte: The Revealing Image photos and films exhibition (Books and Arts) 
MAP: Morwell 3840 

A world-first exhibition featuring over 130 photographs and never 
seen before home movie footage, depicting the life and creative 
process of influential 20th century surrealist painter Rene Magritte 
has opened at the Latrobe Regional Gallery in in eastern Victoria. 

Rene Magritte had a profound influence on modern pop culture, music 
videos, film culture and much of the dream-like images in advertising we 
see today. 
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Curator Xavier Canonne, from the Rene Magritte Foundation in Belgium, 
visited Morwell in the Latrobe Valley, for the opening of the exhibition 
and to share his knowledge of the man behind the bowler hat, and his 
profound influence on modern pop culture and advertising. 

"A lot of people around the world know about the paintings of 
Magritte, someone really famous around the world, but nobody 
knows exactly who was the man with the bowler hat," Canonne 

said. 

Born in Belgium 1898, into a well-to-do family, Magritte worked in the 
burgeoning advertising industry which gave him an eye for commercial 
art and the power of images on the psyche. 

Often regarded as the father of Pop Art, Magritte traded in classical 
conventions of physics, gravity, scale, beauty and perspective in art, for 
avante garde explorations of the sublime and the ridiculous that defied 
logic and reason. 

Many people will be familiar with Magritte's images of floating green 
apples, faceless men in bowler hats and samples of blue sky with fluffy 
white clouds. 

He was the first artist to juxtapose, glorify and sample mundane, 
ordinary objects into slightly banal, unsettling environments, so that they 
appeared absurd, mysterious, even suspicious. 

 
PHOTO: Xavier Canonne, curator of Rene Magritte: The Revealing Image which opened in August at the Latrobe 
Regional Gallery and runs to November 19 before heading to Hong Kong, North and South America then 
Europe. (ABC Gippsland: Rachael Lucas) 
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His paintings often possess a sense of skewed logic, a sense of irony 
and mystique, yet at the same time are comical, bizarre and question the 
reality of visual perception. 

However, despite introducing his cutting edge aesthetic to the world in 
the 1920s, Magritte did not become widely recognised for his genius 
until the 1960s, with the emergence of pop art, music videos and 
psychedelia. 

Latrobe Valley hopes world-first exhibition 
provides tourism boost 

Victoria's Latrobe Valley has a focus on job creation and developing 
alternative industries to brown-coal fired power generation. In March, the 
Hazelwood power station closed, with 750 jobs lost from the region. 



 
  

Latrobe City Council Mayor Kellie O'Callaghan said she hoped that the 
Latrobe Regional Gallery's improved capability to host international 
exhibitions, in addition to its proximity to the train line, would draw new 
visitors to the Latrobe Valley and provide an economic boost. 

"This is an opportunity that we've spoken to our community about. We're 
looking at our community's transition and what those opportunities 
should be," she said. 

"The community has talked about creating new opportunities, and 
they've talked abut liveability, and the wonderful depth of creative 

expertise we already have here. 

https://twitter.com/KellieOc/status/898534649634344960/photo/1


"Part of building on that is building some aspirational opportunities to our 
community and getting other people to come and experience that with 
us." 

The exhibition will showcase the recent $1.5 million upgrade of the 
Latrobe Regional Gallery, which has lifted the galleries exhibition 
capability to international standards. 

"If we want to borrow works from a museum in Sydney of in New York, 
they're going to look at how our building functions and what 
infrastructure is there," Latrobe Regional Gallery director Mark Themann 
said. 

Along with a new gift shop, entrance and reception area, the gallery has 
a new hard wood floor on the upper level, mobile floor to ceiling 
panelling and improved climate control and humidity monitoring systems. 

"We've invested significantly in LED museum grade lights, so we can 
light works in a way that doesn't damage them over time," Mr Themann 
said. 

"We can frame work very accurately from a long distance, so it can really 
make photos pop visually from the walls." 

 
PHOTO: The Latrobe Regional Gallery world-first exhibition features photos and films that unravel the life and 
creative process of influential 20th century surrealist painter Rene Magritte. (Supplied: Latrobe Regional Art 
Gallery) 
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